9-pounder in Gubbinsn bastion would be needed to
make an effective reply to the new battery, and
advised that the south-west angle should be
retrenched, the thickness of the parapet increased
to sixteen feet, and the bastion armed with an
18-pounder. The work was put in hand at once and
the new gun was mounted by the 51st August.
In the meantime the south-west corner would
have been suffering severely from the enemy's
cannonade but for the resource of Second Lieutenant
Bonham, who had knocked together a rude piece of
ordnance out of a mortar and a truck, to replace the
8-inch howitzer that had been lost at Chinhat.
While the work was in progress at the bastion,
'The Ship', as it was called, was posted close to
Gubbins' house, and with great pains Bonham
contrived to score several hits on the enemy's
battery, close to the embrasure, the shells bursting
within the wall and doing considerable damage.
Without completely silencing the enemy's guns,
he was able to keep their fire within bounds until
the new 18-pounder had been, mounted. Later on
a second mortar was adapted in the same way.
On the night of the 27th/28th August heavy rain
flooded the countermine by the Brigade Mess,
holding up the work for several hours. It was hoped
that the enemy's miners would soon break through
into the gallery, and next day the work was stopped
again since it was found that the enemy ceased as
soon as they heard the pick in the countermine.
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